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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2026 
5:00 PM—6:00 PM	 Board of Governors Meeting 
7:00 PM—8:30 PM	 Welcome Reception 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2026 
8:15 AM—9:00 AM	 Breakfast and Bloody Marys in 
 	 	 	 the Exhibit Hall 
8:55 AM—12:30 PM	 CLE Seminar 
6:30 PM—9:30 PM	 War Horse Gala 
9:30 PM—10:30 PM	 President’s Desert Reception 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2026 
8:30 AM - 9:00 AM	 Breakfast and Bloody Marys in 	
	 	 	 the Exhibit Hall 
9:00 AM—12:45 PM	 CLE Seminar 
1:00 PM—4:00 PM	 Young Lawyers Happy Hour  
6:30 PM—9:30 PM	 Costumes and Beads on 	 	
	 	 	 the Balcony at Galatoire’s 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2026 
8:30 AM—9:00 AM	 Breakfast and Bloody Marys in 

 	 the Exhibit Hall 
9:00 AM—12:15 PM	 CLE Seminar 
1:30 PM—4:30 PM	 Crawfish Boil at Lucy’s Retired 
	 	 	 Surfers Bar & Restaurant

Conference ScheduleIt is my distinct pleasure as STLA 
President to invite you to the 
2026 Annual Mardi Gras 
Conference, taking place 
February 4-8 in New Orleans. 
Join us to connect with other 
plaintiffs’ attorneys, sharpen your 
skills, and learn about innovative 

services that support your practice and help you 
better advocate for your clients. 
  
Attend the continuing legal education and learn from 
some of the best lawyers in the country as they share 
practical techniques and effective case strategies. 
The sessions will spark engaging discussions and 
provide you with a wealth of knowledge.  
  
A highlight of the conference is the War Horse Gala. 
It’s where we take a moment to celebrate our 
profession, while honoring and drawing inspiration 
from trial lawyers who have genuinely made a 
difference. They remind us of our purpose and that 
what we do matters. 
  
New Orleans during Mardi Gras season provides an 
energy and excitement you won’t find anywhere else. 
Events like the Balcony Party at Galatoire’s and 
Crawfish Boil at Lucy’s are not only fun but also 
where we build meaningful connections with each 
other. Many of us have made friendships through 
STLA that have continued well beyond the 
conference and throughout the years.  
  
Please join us for this special event. I look forward to 
seeing you in New Orleans! 

^xÇÇxà{ `A fâzzá 
 Kenneth M. Suggs 
 2025-2026 STLA President

MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT

CLE Credit will be applied for in the  
STLA member states. We anticipate  

at least 9.5 hours of CLE credit.

Register online at www.southerntriallawyers.com/mardigras2026 or by calling 850-926-4599.

http://www.southerntriallawyers.com/mardigras2026


 Wednesday, February 4, 2026 

5:00 PM—6:00 PM

Board of Governors Meeting 


7:00 PM—8:30 PM 

Welcome Reception Sponsored by 
Esquire Bank


 Thursday, February 5, 2026 

8:15 AM—12:30 PM

Registration and Exhibits

Breakfast Sponsored by Rebekah 
Reedy Miller, Sage Settlement 
Consulting; Bloody Mary and 
Mimosa Bar Sponsored by Arthur 
Funding 

8:55 AM—12:30 PM 

CLE Seminar: Vincent J. Glorioso Jr. 
Trial Advocacy Track, Conference 
Wi-Fi Sponsored by LawRank 


8:55 AM—9:00 AM

Welcome to New Orleans 

STLA President Kenneth M. Suggs, 
Columbia, SC


9:00 AM—9:15 AM

Wisdom in Practice: A Southern 
Trial Lawyer’s Perspective

Vincent J. Glorioso, Jr., New 
Orleans, LA


9:15 AM—9:45 AM 

Not My Fault! Examining Common 
Excuses in Motor Vehicle Accidents

Sagi Shaked, Miami, FL


9:45 AM—10:15 AM 

Navigating Forced Arbitration: 
Strategies to Avoid It and How to 
Prevail if You Can’t

Elizabeth Todd, Morganton, NC

 

10:15 AM—10:45 AM

Don’t Lose Your Case in the First 30 
Days: The Devil Is in the Details 
Jeffrey A. Rizika, Springfield, NJ


 Thursday Continued 

10:45 AM—11:00 AM 

Refreshment Break Sponsored by 
Mirena and Company 

11:00 AM—11:30 AM

Effectively Theming the Premises 
Liability Case, John H. (Jack) 
Hickey, Coral Gables, FL


11:30 AM—12:30 PM

Judicial Insights on Professionalism 
From the Bench Featuring The 
Honorable Anne Elizabeth Barnes, 
Georgia Court of Appeals and The 
Honorable Alvin T. Wong, State 
Court of DeKalb County Georgia 
Moderated by Adam Malone, 
Atlanta, GA

 

12:30 PM CLE Adjourns


6:30 PM—9:30 PM 

War Horse Gala

Sponsored by The Forge 
Companies, MediVisuals + High 
Impact, and Streamlined Record 
Retrieval 

9:30 PM—10:30 PM 

President’s Dessert Reception

Sponsored by Mirena and 
Company 

 Friday, February 6, 2026 

8:30 AM—12:45 PM 

Registration and Exhibits Open 

Breakfast Sponsored by Rebekah 
Reedy Miller, Sage Settlement 
Consulting; Bloody Mary and 
Mimosa Bar Sponsored by Cite 

9:00 AM—12:45 PM

CLE Seminar

Conference Wi-Fi Sponsored by 
LawRank 

Friday Continued 

9:00 AM—10:00 AM

AI and the Law: 2026 and Beyond

S. Randall Hood, Rock Hill, SC and 

Chad McGowan, Rock Hill, SC


10:00 AM—10:30 AM

What Lawyers Can Learn from 
Magicians 

Justin Kahn, Charleston, SC


10:30 a.m. – 10:45 AM

Refreshment Break Sponsored by 

Physician Life Care Planning 

10:45 AM—11:15 AM

How to Prepare Your Client for a 

Deposition - The 5/3 Method

Jon Hawk, Macon, GA


11:15 AM—11:45 AM

AI: Time to Level Up 

Jonathan H. Lomurro, Freehold, NJ

 

11:45 AM—12:15 PM

New Damages Paradigms to 
Maximize Case Value

Joseph A. Fried, Atlanta, GA


12:15 PM—12:45 PM

Ethics, Wellness and Maximizing 
Performance, Kevin E. Martingayle, 
Virginia Beach, VA, Harrison 
Martingayle, Arlington, VA, and 
Madeleine Landrieu, Dean of Loyola 
University New Orleans College of 
Law


12:45 PM CLE Adjourns


1:00 PM—4:00 PM

Young Lawyers Happy Hour

Loa Bar, International House Hotel

Sponsored by Gain and Lexitas 

6:30 PM—9:30 PM

Costumes* and Beads on the 
Balcony at Galatoire’s Restaurant

Sponsored by Preferred Capital 
Funding *All-Star Sports Theme


Register online at www.southerntriallawyers.com/mardigras2026 or by calling 850-926-4599.

PROGRAM

http://www.southerntriallawyers.com/mardigras2026


 Saturday, February 7, 2026 

8:30 AM—12:15 PM 

Registration and Exhibits Open

Bloody Mary and Mimosa Bar 
Sponsored by RebuttalPR 

9:00 AM—12:15 PM

CLE Seminar, Conference Wi-Fi 
Sponsored by LawRank


9:00 AM— 9:30 AM 

Proven Tips for Opening from a 
Damages-Only Trial

Wes Allison, Charleston, SC


9:30 AM— 10:00 AM

Bad Facts: Making Lemonade From 
Lemons, Quentin Brogdon, Dallas, TX


10:00 AM—10:30 AM

Finding Your Why: Sustaining 
Purpose and Well-Being in a 
Demanding Law Practice

Michael A. Haggard, Coral Gables, FL


10:30 AM—10:45 AM 

Refreshment Break Sponsored by 

Verus LLC 

10:45 AM—11:15 AM

The Plague of Protective Orders and 
How to Overcome Them

Steven N. Newton, Fayetteville, GA 


11:15 AM—11:45 AM

Loud Stadiums, Leadership, and 
Losses: What Lawyers can Learn 
from SEC Football, Kevin T. Hadden, 
Richmond, VA


11:45 AM—12:15 PM

Damages House: A New Way to Ask 
for Money, Christy Crowe Childers, 
Macon, GA


12:15 PM CLE Adjourns


1:30 PM—4:30 PM 

Crawfish & Shrimp Boil at Lucy’s 
Retired Surfers Bar & Restaurant 
Sponsored by Physician Life Care 
Planning 

Thank You! 
Sponsors and Exhibitors 

PROGRAM 
CONTINUED

⚜  ACR Productions Inc.

⚜  American Association for Justice

⚜  Anytime AI Inc.

⚜  Arthur Funding

⚜  Case Status

⚜  Cite

⚜  Esquire Bank

⚜  Filevine

⚜  The Forge Companies

⚜  Gain Servicing

⚜  LawRank

⚜  Lexitas

⚜  MediVisuals + High Impact

⚜  Mirena and Company

⚜  Physician Life Care Planning

⚜  Preferred Capital Funding

⚜  Rebekah Reedy Miller, Sage 

      Settlement Consulting

⚜  Rebuttal PR

⚜  Streamlined Record Retrieval

⚜  Supio

⚜  Verus LLC

⚜  Vocational Economics, Inc.

Register online at www.southerntriallawyers.com/mardigras2026 or by calling 850-926-4599.

http://www.southerntriallawyers.com/mardigras2026


Welcome Reception 
Sponsored by Esquire Bank 
Wednesday, February 4, 7:00 PM—8:30 PM 
Meet old friends and make some new ones as we 
kick off the conference with cocktails and hors 
d’oeuvres. 

Young Lawyers Happy Hour 
Loa Bar, International House Hotel 
Sponsored by Gain Servicing and Lexitas 
Friday, February 6, 1:00 PM—4:00 PM 
All attendees are invited to join our newest lawyers 
for an extended happy hour.

War Horse Gala 
Sponsored by Streamlined Record Retrieval, 
MediVisuals + High Impact, and The Forge 
Companies 
Thursday, February 5, 6:30 PM—9:30 PM 
Join other lawyers and their families for an elegant 
celebration honoring outstanding trial lawyers. The 
evening begins with a pre-dinner reception where 
masks may be worn. This is a black-tie event (dark 
suits acceptable). Tickets are $199 each must be 
purchased in advance.

Costumes and Beads on the Balcony at 
Galatoire’s 
Sponsored by Preferred Capital Funding 
Friday, February 6, 6:30 PM—9:30 PM 
Enjoy food and drinks and throw beads from the 
balcony at Galatoire’s on Bourbon Street. This year 
the event is a costume party and the theme is 
All-Star Sports. Dress as your favorite athlete, 
coach, referee, cheerleader, fan, mascot, or sports 
movie favorite. Get creative and show your team 
spirit. Game on!

President’s Reception 
Sponsored by Mirena and Company 
Thursday, February 5, 9:30 PM—10:30 PM 
All attendees are welcome to join us as we honor 
STLA President Ken Suggs. Take in the views of the 
French Quarter at night from the 12th floor of the 
Ritz-Carlton, New Orleans, while enjoying after dinner 
drinks and light desserts.

Crawfish Boil Party at Lucy’s Retired 
Surfers Bar & Restaurant 
Sponsored by Physician Life Care Planning 
Saturday, February 7, 1:30 PM—4:30 PM 
Come hungry to enjoy a New Orleans feast of 
Crawfish and Shrimp with all the Southern Fixin’s! 
We’ll celebrate the conclusion of another successful 
Conference with great food and an open bar.

Want to Ride in the Krewe of Pontchartrain? 
The STLA will be riding in the Krewe of Pontchartrain on Saturday, February 7. For availability  
and pricing to ride on the float, email jhinkle@southerntriallawyers.com or call 850-926-4599.

Register online at www.southerntriallawyers.com/mardigras2026 or by calling 850-926-4599.

NETWORKING 
EVENTS

mailto:jhinkle@southerntriallawyers.com
http://www.southerntriallawyers.com/mardigras2026


War Horse Gala 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 6:30 PM—9:30 PM 
THE RITZ-CARLTON, NEW ORLEANS 
Sponsored by Streamlined Record Retrieval, The Forge 
Companies, and MediVisuals + High Impact 
You are cordially invited to a special evening of celebration honoring some of the nation’s 
most outstanding trial lawyers. Join us as we present the War Horse Award, Lighthouse 
Award, and Eagle Award. Tickets are $199 each. Black-tie event (dark suits acceptable). 
Mardi Gras masks may be worn for the pre-dinner reception.  

War Horse Award 
C. Gibson Vance, Montgomery, Alabama 
War Horse Award honorees are nominated by STLA members in 
recognition of extraordinary contributions to the cause of Justice. 
Acknowledged leaders in their communities and in active practice for 
more than thirty years, they have demonstrated an outstanding skill as 
a trial advocate and shown exceptional commitment to furthering the 
cause of justice. 

Lighthouse Award 
Maria Glorioso, New Orleans, Louisiana 
The Professor W. McKinley Smiley, Jr. Lighthouse Award recognizes a 
lifelong devotion to the noble profession of trial law. It is presented to 
an outstanding lawyer and pioneer in advocacy teaching and training. 
The award honoree stands out as a mentor to young lawyers and 
professional peers. The Lighthouse Award refers to the light that 
shines from the lighthouse providing guidance and direction to those 
weathering the storm. 

Eagle Award 
Adam Malone, Atlanta, Georgia 
The Tommy Malone Great American Eagle Award recognizes an 
individual who has a calling to help others. This person is a powerful 
example of the bold pursuit of excellence and justice. Such an 
individual inspires others and is a living symbol of integrity, strength, 
bravery, justice, freedom, pride, devotion, excellence, friendship, and a 
hero to many.

MARQUEE EVENT



HOW TO REGISTER:  
ONLINE: Go to www.southerntriallawyers.com/mardigras2025 
PHONE: Call 850-926-4599 
MAIL: Send Registration Form with check to STLA, 1700 N Monroe St, Suite 11-178,  
Tallahassee, FL 32303 Credit cards will only be accepted online or by phone.  

REGISTRATION FEES 
Conference registration includes Welcome Reception, CLE, Continental Breakfast Thursday-Saturday, one ticket for the 
Balcony Party (guest tickets must be purchased) and the Crawfish Boil. War Horse Gala tickets are not included in 
registration and must be purchased separately in advance. 

STLA Member Registration	 $575	 ……………$______________	  .................. .....................................................
Non-Member Registration	 $875	 ……………$______________	  ................... .....................................................
War Horse Gala	 $199/each	 x_______ = $______________	  .......................... .....................................................
Galatoire’s Guest (one ticket included with registration) $100/each	 x_______ = $______________ ....................

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE         $______________ 

SEMINAR CANCELATION POLICY 
Registration refund requests must be made in writing by January 13, 2026. A refund of the full registration fee, minus a $50 
administrative fee, will be given if cancelation is received by this date. No refunds will be granted after this date. You may 
send a qualified substitution in your place. 

HOTEL RESERVATIONS  
The Ritz-Carlton New Orleans 
921 Canal Street, New Orleans, LA 70112  
We’ve arranged for a block of rooms at The Ritz-Carlton for attendees at the discount rate 
of $329/night. The STLA rate will only be available until January 13, 2026, or until the room 
block is full. You must be registered to make a hotel reservation. After registering, you 
will receive an email with a link for making hotel reservations.

CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION

STLA Annual Mardi Gras Conference 
February 4-8, 2026

NAME 

FIRM NAME 

GUEST’S NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

EMERGENCY CONTACT (Name & Phone)

Check here if 
you require 
special 
assistance.

Special Assistance
Pursuant to the ADA, if you (or your guest if applicable) have a disability and require assistance at the event, 
including special meal accommodations due to restrictions/allergies, please contact us at 850-926-4599.

http://www.southerntriallawyers.com/mardigras2025

